MORRISON

HOGBACK

THE NEAREST FARAWAY PLACE!

FEBRUARY 2022

MAYOR AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Mayor: Sean Forey

Mayor Pro‐Tem: Debora Jerome

Trustees: Katie Gill, Matt Schweich, Paul Sutton, David Wirtz, Ryan Burris
Board Meetings: February 1, 2022 and February 15, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
Planning Commission Meeting: February 8, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
All meetings are held at Town Hall: 110 Stone Street

TOWN STAFF:
Town Manager: Kara Winters
Town Clerk: Ariana Neverdahl
Administra ve Assistant: Debbie Jacobson
Public Works Director: Fritz Fouts
Museum Curator: Ma Mossbrucker

Museum Coordinator: Doug Hartshorn

Town Oﬃce: 321 Highway 8 Phone: 303‐697‐8749

POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Interim Police Chief: Jon Manna
Oﬃcer: Chris Chung
Dispatch: 303‐980‐7300
Jeﬀerson County Sheriﬀ: 303‐277‐0211

DEWAYNE RHODIG, LONG‐TIME RESIDENT
AND BENEFACTOR OF MORRISON, DIES
Long‐ me Morrison resident, DeWayne Rhodig, died January 8, 2022, at the Brookdale Meridian in Englewood, Colo‐
rado. He was 89 years old at the me of his death. DeWayne is survived by son, Dan (Penny) of Republican City, NE;
daughter, Sandra (Chris) of Milliken, CO; 4 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren.
Born in Norton, Kansas on February 6, 1932, DeWayne’s family soon re‐located to Alma, Nebraska. DeWayne gradu‐
ated from Alma High School where he enjoyed boxing and dreamed of becoming a pilot.
DeWayne’s interest in construc on, carpentry and mechanics began at an early age. As a young adult, he worked on
the ammuni on depot in Has ng, Nebraska managing a crew building doors for the ammo bunkers. In the early
1950s, he was instrumental in the crea on of the Harlan County Dam pain ng all of the metal inside and outside of
the dam. Dewayne’s love of dancing was only slightly hampered when he broke both ankles falling oﬀ of a bridge he
was pain ng. He and Maxine s ll managed to “cut a rug” despite two casts.
DeWayne married Maxine Brugh on June 19, 1953. The early years of their marriage were spent traveling and follow‐
ing construc on work throughout the South. DeWayne drove a 1953 Dodge pick –up with a 8x30 trailer in tow. Max‐
ine followed in a 1953 Cambridge sedan with the couple’s two children on board. Finally, the family headed west
and decided to make their permanent home in Morrison. In 1959, they bought a lot at 230 Red Rocks Vista Dr. and
began construc on on what was to become their forever home.
A er se ling in Morrison, the couple formed their construc on business, Rhoco Construc on. DeWayne built over
2,000 homes in the Denver area. His commercial projects included the Music Ins tute in Snowmass, Tomichi Village
in Gunnison, The Breckenridge Inn, and the Aspen Pedestrian Mall.
DeWayne worked hard but played hard also. His dream hobby was flying. He owned a 1947 Senson Sta on Wagon
which he flew whenever possible. The couple enjoyed weekend flights to Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Cheyenne, and
occasionally to Maxine’s family farm in Nebraska. Skiing became another passion for DeWayne a er his son began
racing for the Winter Park ski team. In 1975, the family spent a week In the Canadian Rockies helicopter skiing, thus
combining two of DeWayne’s favorite ac vi es.
DeWayne loved the Town of Morrison and contributed much to making it a wonderful place to live. In 1969, De‐
Wayne, a long‐ me member of the Morrison Volunteer Fire Department, contracted to build the Fire House which
now serves as the Town Oﬃces. DeWayne, with the help of his son Dan, restored the Town’s Model A fire truck and
constructed the glass garage in downtown Morrison to display the truck. In the late 1980s, DeWayne became a full‐
me employee for the Town of Morrison. He was the water treatment and waste water plant operator and also pro‐
vided street maintenance. In 1987, DeWayne was instrumental in moving the Cox Cabin and re‐purposing it into to
the Morrison Natural History Museum. He was very proud to be a part of crea ng this a rac on in Morrison.
Maxine was the love of DeWayne’s life, even a er her death on November 21, 2020. Like DeWayne, Maxine loved
Morrison. As a parent, she was involved in many school ac vi es and even worked at Red Rocks Elementary School
in food service. Poli cs was of great interest to Maxine, and she helped with local, state and federal elec ons for
many years.
For over 60 years, DeWayne and Maxine Rhodig called Morrison their home, and the Town is much be er for their
contribu ons. They will be greatly missed.

AROUND THE TOWN
Dewayne Rhodig – A Heart for Morrison
by Gus and Jamee Chambers

No one more exemplified the “small town – can‐do” ethos than Dewayne Rhodig did for decades. Dewayne grew up on a farm
in southeastern Nebraska and started his building career there. He built a huge grain elevator there before moving to Morri‐
son. He brought his love for tractors, small engines and all things mechanical with him. He displayed his old equipment, in‐
cluding a Nash Metropolitan, at farm shows like Lakewood’s Cider Days with the Front Range An que Power Associa on. He
loved going to farm auc ons around the high plains of Colorado.
As the Town’s Public Works Director (and most years it’s ONLY employee) he was responsible for plowing snow to finishing out
parking spaces and parking lots, repairing or re‐building the water treatment plant buildings, Town Hall and fixing all the street
signs. He and the Morrison Volunteer Fire Department built the current Town Oﬃces on Highway 8 to house the Fire Depart‐
ment equipment and oﬃces. Later, Bancro Fire used that building un l West Metro Fire took over all of the Bancro sta‐
ons. Many a spaghe dinner was held to fund the Volunteers with Dewayne and his wife, Maxine, leading the eﬀorts.
DeWayne and several others also were the Board of Directors of the Morrison Sanitary Sewer District. This organiza on was
later taken over by the Town administra on, but before that, these Board Members also served in the repair and construc on
of the sewer lines.
His devo on to the care and well‐being of the Town of Morrison was constant through his long career of service.

The last members of the Morrison Volunteer
Firemen’s Associa on in 1990. From le to
right: Willie Grisham, George Vogel, Dan E.
Rohrer, Loren Mellberg, Boyd Jacobson, Delbert Frazier, Fred Turner, Robert Smith, DeWayne Rhodig.

Nick Drobnitch (front) and DeWayne Rhodig (Back) conversing with a ki en
(Eggbert) who crawled up on the Town
tractor that was being displayed for Ciderfest in 1989.
DeWayne and Maxine Rhodig celebra ng DeWayne’s re rement from
the Town.

FROM THE TOWN OFFICE
SAVE THE DATE!
MEET THE CANDIDATES
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022 6 P.M.—8 P.M.
Come to Town Hall on March 16, 2022, to meet the candidates who are running for Mayor and Town
Board and hear their ideas for making Morrison an even be er place to live and visit. All candidates will
give a brief speech. The candidates will then take ques ons from Town ci zens. This is your chance to
learn about the candidates and become an informed voter. Don’t miss out on this opportunity.

ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS
If you are unable to get to the vo ng polls on Elec on Day, April 5, 2022, you can s ll let your choices for
Mayor and Town Board be known by applying for an Absentee Ballot. Applica ons for Absentee Ballots
are available at the Town Oﬃce, 321 Highway 8, during regular business hours Monday through Friday, .
8 a.m.—4:30 p.m. Applica ons must be received by the Town Clerk no later than 4:30 p.m. Friday, April
1, 2022.

REGISTER TO VOTE
March 14, 2022, is the last day to register to vote in the Morrison Municipal Elec on. If you are not a
registered voter, you may register at the Jeﬀerson County Clerk’s Oﬃce, 100 Jeﬀerson County Parkway,
Room 2530, Golden, Colorado, 80419. You may also register on‐line at h ps://www.sos.state.co.us/
pubs/elec ons/vote/VoterHome.html?
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NEW POLICE CHIEF FOR MORRISON
The Town of Morrison has a new Police Chief. Bill
Vinelli will take command of the department on
February 14, 2022. Be sure to check in next
month’s Hogback for more informa on on our
new Chief. A Meet The Chief Night is also being
scheduled and there will be more informa on to
follow.

Town Office Closed
Monday, February 21, 2022
In Honor of
Presidents’ Day

